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Resolutions Adopted by the Richmond Bar Association on the 

Death of Hon. John W. Riely, of the Supreme 

Court of Appeals of Virginia. 



The great loss to the people of Virginia occasioned by the death of the Hon. 
John William Riely, which occurred at his former home in Houston, Halifax 
county, Virginia, on the 20th day of August, 1900, had been mournfully appre- 
ciated by his professional brethren of the bench and the bar throughout the Common- 
wealth. In this universal sorrow the bar of the city of Richmond have partici- 
pated with a peculiar sadness — for though Judge Riely, at the time of his election 
to the bench, lived in the county of Halifax, his designation by his associates as 
the resident judge at the seat of our court in Richmond, gave him to this city — 
and he had been for several years past recognized among her people as one of their 
most honored fellow citizens. 

Judge Riely was born in Virginia when his native county of Jefferson consti- 
tuted in her territory and people one of the choicest portions of her ancient domain, 
and in her service he enlisted at the first call for volunteers to repel the invasion 
of her soil in 1861. After two years of gallant and meritorious service in the field 
he was assigned to duty as Major in the Confederate Army under the Adjutant- 
General of the Confederate States, and during the remainder of the war was one 
of the most valued and efficient officers in that department. When the war closed 
he pursued the study of law under the guidance of the Hon. Wm. S. Barton, after- 
wards the distinguished judge of the Tenth Judicial Circuit of Virginia. When 
he obtained his license he prosecuted the practice of his profession in connection 
with Judge Barton for two or three years in Fredericksburg, until his removal to 
the county of Halifax. He soon commanded the confidence and patronage of the 
good people of that community and the adjacent counties in which he practised, 
and by easy steps rose to an assured position in the front ranks of the profession. 
Following many of his cases up to the Court of Appeals, his eminent merits were 
readily recognized upon this wider professional arena, and extended his home 
reputation among all the bench and the bar of the State. While his deep and 
earnest convictions on all matters of State and Federal policy were always decided 
and pronounced, he never sought political office, but was repeatedly elected Com- 
monwealth's Attorney of his county. In 1884, along with Judges Burks and 
Staples, he was chosen by the General Assembly for the very important and re- 
sponsible position of one of the revisors of the statute law of the State, and the 
Code of 1887 is the result of the arduous and well perfected work of these revisors. 
His subsequent election by the General Assembly in 1894 to the bench of the 
Court of Appeals was universally approved, and his subsequent distinguished ser- 
vices in that exalted station abundantly vindicated the wisdom of the Assembly in 
its choice. 

The fame of a great lawyer, however eminent his abilities and pronounced their 
success in his forensic career, is as short-lived as the traditions transmitted by 
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word of mouth from his contemporaries. But when elevated to the highest court 
of appeals he is permitted and required to perpetuate it in the most permanent 
literature of an enlightened people. 

To the record which Judge Riely has made for himself in the volumes of Vir- 
ginia Reports during his encumbency of his high office, we point with an assured 
confidence that it will justify, through all the subsequent history of this Common- 
wealth, the affectionate estimate in which the bar of Richmond cherish the mem- 
ory of his professional career and his exalted worth as a lawyer and judge. 

But any estimate of a lawyer or judge is sadly incomplete which ignores his 
worth as a man. We refrain from any effort to find language adequate to express 
our own appreciation of Judge Riely as such, more apposite and comprehensive 
than that in which the associates of his professional life in his old home have 
phrased it : "In every relation of life he was gentle, true, and loveable, a devout 
Christian and a most affectionate husband and father. Endowed with rare gifts 
and characteristics, and possessed of much learning and ability, he was nr assum- 
ing, unpretentious, and self-forgetful." 

The people whom he loved and served, and the profession which he honored 
and adorned will cherish long the memory of this Christian gentleman, this exem- 
plary citizen, this upright judge. 

Resolved, That a copy of this minute be presented to the Court of Appeals and 
the Federal courts, and to the circuit courts of Halifax, Charlotte, and Henrico, 
and to each of the courts of this city, with a request to spread the same upon their 
records. 

That the secretary communicate a copy of the same to the family of Judge 
Riely. 

[A copy.] Htosdon Cart, Secretary. 



